Functional studies on Calliphora vomitoria haemocyte subpopulations defined by lectin staining and density centrifugation.
Haemocyte subpopulations of Calliphora vomitoria have been categorized by their surface staining properties using fluorescently labelled lectins, and their mobilities in Percoll density gradients. These methods of identification were exploited to determine the roles of these cell types in cellular defence reactions. Soybean agglutinin clearly defined the cell subpopulation involved in phagocytosis, while purified thrombocytoid fragments proved to be the main haemocyte population involved in encapsulation and nodule formation.